ST. MARY’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
January 23, 2008

Members Present: Fr. Gene Wojcik, Brian Niermann, Neil Birchler, Linda Smith, Cheryl Gross, Joe
Tretter, Tom Sauer, Bill Heffernan, I.loyd Stern, and Barb Hall

Members Excused: Bob Saak and John Beck Jr.
Members Absent: Janet Vasquez

Meeting was called to order by President Brian Niermann. Opening prayer to Mary Help of Christians
was recited.

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved with no corrections. Agenda for the meeting was
approved with the addition of discussion of Sr. Anne Irose’s status.

COMMITTEE AND ORGANIZATION REPORTS

Liturgy: (Father) The Liturgy Committee has not met formally since December 2. Plans are currently
underway for preparations for the season of Lent.

Education: (Cheryl) Our Confirmation Retreat was held on Monday, January 21 in the school cafeteria.
Gretchen Morgan, Youth Minister at St. Mary’s in Mt. Vernon conducted the retreat. It was an excellent
day, and the candidates responded really well. However, we did not have 100% participation as we did in
2006. Two of our candidates were unable to participate and a couple of the candidates did not have an
adult accompanying them. Our catechists filled this role. Four candidates from St. Boniface in
Evansville also participated along with their teacher, Mr. Steve Pautler and several parents and sponsors.
The two candidates who could not participate will attend a similar retreat on March 1 at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish in Sparta.

Rite of Election to Confirmation will take place at the 9:00AM Mass on February 3. Confirmation
candidates and their sponsors are to be present for the rite which will mark a more intense preparation for
the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Vacation Bible School will take place from July 14-18. Theme for this year is “Son World Adventure
Park.”

Fish fry for the benefit of Vacation Bible School and our Sunday Children’s programs will take place on
Friday, February 15 at the K of C Hall. In past years we were able to have two fries but the schedule
allowed for only one this year.

Lent will begin on February 6, which is very early. As in the past, we will be sending to our families in
PSR and school a special Lenten resource to enhance Lent in the home. Special Reconciliation services
will also take place for children in school and PSR.

First Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, March 30 at the 9:00AM Mass. Our meeting for First
Communicants and their parents took place on Wednesday. January 9, which was 100% attended. We

have 12 First Communicants this year.

Service: No report.



Maintenance: (Father) There are no major issues at the present time. We continue to await word on the
replacement of the roof on the Parish House. It is assumed that the work will be done this spring. We
also are still awaiting word on our grant application from the Catholic Extension Society. Grants of this
nature can at times be slow in coming.

Finance: (Father) The finance committee met jointly with the school board on Monday, January 14.
Discussions included current deficit spending and starting to plan for next year’s budget. Another joint
meeting will take place on Monday, February 25 at 7:00PM.

Cemetery: (Father) No committee meeting was held. The new trees have been planted by Rob Roy
Nursery and really enhanced the beauty of the cemetery. We are awaiting action by Mr. Eggemeyer on
the construction of the retaining wall on the adjoining property.

Poverty Services/Food Pantry: (Brian) Fr. Gene has been working with Bob Koenegstein on a grant
proposal from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Bob received a check for $1000.00.
This money will be used for educational workshops on topics such as food preparation and safety,
nutrition, hygiene, medications, etc.

It was brought to our attention that the food barrel in the back of church was full. Brian will contact Bob
to pick it up. (Post -meeting note: Brian contacted Bob and the food was delivered the following

Monday).

School Board: Next meeting will be held on January 28.

Council of Catholic Women: (Father) The ladies sponsored a bus trip to the DuQuoin Fairgrounds on
Sunday, December 30 to see the Christmas lights and displays (this was re-scheduled from December 16

due to inclement weather). 31 people made the trip.

The Council will not hold a business meeting in January. The next meeting will be on Sunday, February
24 following the 9:00AM Mass in the school cafeteria.

Youth Ministry: No report.

K of C: (Tom) Meeting was held on January 21. 3 members will be receiving their 4® degree on March
15 at Our Lady of Snows in Belleville. Others who are interested can still participate.

Friday Fish Frys will be held through March 21.

A work day was held on January 12. Participation was good. A lot of clean-up work was done and really
improved the appearance of the club.

OLD BUSINESS

West Deanery Reflection Group: (Brian) Brian attended the meeting held on January 12 in Evansville
along with representatives from 5 other parishes in the West Deanery. Some of the key issues the group
identified were: 1) More input is needed from the Diocese in terms of the clustering process and how to
proceed; 2) Is there a procedure in the case of a last-minute situation when a priest is unavailable for
weekend Mass and no trained lay leader of prayer is available? 3) What can be done to help parishioners
accept the idea of a lay leader of prayer conducting a communion service? 4) With the advent of more
international priests, the question was raised as to whether there can be more qualified lay people to
perform marriage and baptism preparation, etc.






