ST. MARY’S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
- May 28, 2008

Members Present: Fr. Gene Wojcik, Brian Niermann, Neil Birchler, Linda Smith, Cheryl
Gross, Joe Tretter, Bill Heffernan, Lloyd Stern, Barb Hall, Dr. John Beck Jr., Bob Saak

Members Excused: Janet Vasquez and Tom Sauer
Guests: Veneta Kerkhover, Rose Dethrow, Marsha Link and Sharon Shields

Meeting was called to order by President Brian Niermann. Brian welcomed our guests who were
invited through our nomination process to learn more about our Parish Council and to consider if
they would like to serve a term on our council. Those on the council and our guests briefly
introduced themselves. Brian then led the group in an opening prayer service titled “In a Spirit
of Prayerfulness.”

Brian went over several handouts with the group which outlined what the purpose and the
functions of the Parish Council are, and also explained the functions of the various committees
working in the parish. Based on this information, our guests were asked if they would consider
serving a term on the council. It was explained that Joe Tretter and Barb Hall had completed 3-
year terms, and must leave the council for at least one year, and that Lloyd Stern and Bill
Heffernan had completed 1-year terms, and were eligible to remain on the council.

After deliberations, it was decided that Lloyd Stern and Rose Dethrow would fill the 3-year

terms, and that Veneta Kerkhover and Marsha Link would fill the 1-year terms. Joe Tretter,
Barb Hall and Bill Heffernan were thanked for their service on the Council.

COMMITTEE AND ORGANIZATION REPORTS

Liturgy: (Father) The committee does not meet over the summer months. Fr. Jeff Moore is
planning to have a Mass here on Sunday, July 13 at 9:00AM, with a reception to follow at the K
of C Hall.

Father also announced that he has hired an organist/choir director named Scott Nokes. Mr.
Nokes is originally from London, England and has recently moved to Pinckneyville. He is an
accomplished organist with a very good reputation. He will begin duties here in the near future.
Father also spoke of the possibility that an organist may become available as a substitute this
coming fall.

Larry Gross attended a two-day workshop for lay leaders of prayer. He will then complete his
practicum on June 21. Larry will be the 4" trained lay leader of prayer in our parish. These
people are qualified to conduct a Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest if an emergency
arises.

Education: (Cheryl) The main focus at the present time is Vacation Bible School, which will be






