ST. MARY'S PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Awgust A7, 2008
Members Present: Fr. Gene Woj_c’ik,_ Brian Niermann, Bob Saak, Veneta Kerkhover,

Rose Dethrow, Janet Vasquez, Cheryl Gross D.R.E., Linda Smith, Lioyd Stern, Marsha
Link, and Dr. John Beck, Jr.

Members Absent; Tom Sauer and Neil Birchler.

Meeting was called to order by President Brian Niermann. Opening prayer to Mary Help
of Christians was recited.

Minutes from the previous meeting were amended. Marsha Link had attended the July
meeting. Agenda for the meeling was approved.

COMMITTEE AND ORGANIZATION REPORTS

Liturgy: The Liturgy Committee will not meet until September. Fr. Alan Maes will
celebrate his 40™ Anniversary this year. We think his celebration will be Sept.8th., but it
will not be in our parish.

Education: We have 5 Catechists this year. We should have 26 students in the PSR
program . We will be combing some grades. Sunday School begins Sept. 14 and so
does PSR. Commissioning for the Teachers will be on Sept. 28, 2008 at the 9 a.m.
Mass. ._
The Child Protection Class will be offered again this year. We will be doing the
Shoe Box Project again.  St. Boniface, Evansville, has been asked to join us in doing
this project and they are considering it.

RCIA will begin on Oct. 14. We have 2 prospects. The RCIA team

~consists of Fr. Gene, Cheryl Gross, Martha McDonald. Mike and Anita
Bievenue has rejoined the team. Cherylis‘looking for a couple more-

neonle egperiaily men io join the team
nNegpie espenially men 1o join the team.

The school will be assessed for Recognition and Accreditation. We wili be
celebrating the School's 145" Anniversary this year. The total enroliment for the
school is 111 students.

Service: No Report.

Maintenance: Plans are still underway to replace the roof on the Parish House before
‘winter sets in. Bernie and Veneta Kerkover have been busy painting various inside and
outside areas of the school. Bernie and Bill Gross have been installing the door
closures requested by the Fire Marshall. Wiring was also done for two classrooms to



support computer electrical needs. Serious roofing must be done to the School Library. .
Bill Gross is looking into what options will be open to us.

Finance: The Finance Committee met on Monday, August 18, 2008 at 7 p.m. in the
Rectory. The Council reviewed the monthly statements and end of the year reports.
The Finance Council also reviewed investing some C.D.’s that came due from the
School Endowment Fund. A diversified portfolio through Wachovia has been setup. As
additional C.D.’s come due plans are underway to add to the portfolio. At the request of
the Cemetery Committee a similar portfolio wiil be set up for the Cemetery Funds.

Cemetery: The Cemetery Committee met on Tuesday, August 26 @ 6:00 p.m. in the
Rectory. The committee reviewed receipts and expenditures and certificates of deposit
for the year. A decision was made to reinvest Cemetery C.D.’s when they come due
with the Diocesan Savings and Loan, where we will receive 4% interest. The
Committee will review Stock options at a later date.

Entrance signs were discussed for the North and South entrances. The primary
purpose of the signs will be the reverse sides which will list Cemetery regulation. The
signs will be similar to those in front of St. Mary’s' School and will be manufactured and
installed by Brewer Graphics in Perryville, Mo. The same company that did the signs
for the school. The signs will be modestly landscaped by Rob Roy Landscaping of
Perryville, Mo.

Another meeting is pianned with our neighbor to suggest that he do some additional-.
work on his property. Primarily to more wall work before the winter months and to do
something about the appearance of what has aiready been done.

Poverty Services/Food Pantry: Refer to the handout.

School Board: Nerepert. See Principal’s Keport.

Sodality: At last the Ladies have elected new officers for the new year. The new
Officers are Bertha Mae Blechle, Prefect; Jean Kumke, Vice-Prefect: Millie Layton,
Treasurer. and Pat Schuite, Secretary.

Youth Ministry: No report.
K of C: The K of C’s will host a breakfast on October 12", The K of C’s have two
new picnic tables in the front on the patio. They were donated by parishners and

neighbors in memory of Mike Jungewaelter.

Calendar: See attachment.




OLD BUSINESS: Bob Saak made a motion to re-nominate the same slate as last year.
President : Brian Niermann
Vice President: Tom Sauer
Secretary: Janet Vasquez

The Officers agreed to take the nominations for another year.

Popeye Picnic - The K of C’s have requested more picnic tables. If anyone has one to
donate for the weekend, please let them know it.

Parish Appreciation Weekend will be October 26" . We will need to check with K of C.
Barb and Anne will caterer the event again.

Catholic Service Ministry Appeals collection was $39,789.00 from 169 donors. That is
$10,700.00 over our goal.
Website: The voting guide lines on how the Church stands will be posted.
NEW BUSINESS:
While reviewing the Committee Membership, it was decided we needed to publish

the membership list in Y'e bulletin. The Service Committee might need to seek new
members.

Parish Council Instailation will be held September 14, 2008 at the 9:00 a.m. Mass.
We will sit together on the right hand side of the Church.

Vestment: Cheryl Gross found a vestment that was brought to America in 1939.
The Vestment was made by Chinese clostermans and Ruma Sisters in China. The
Vestment was given to St. Mary’s by the Jr. Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality. -

Cheryl reported the upstairs in the Parish House needs to be cleaned up and out.
There is beds, lamps, desks, linens, and towels that can be donated to Fun Nite, Second
Time Around

NEXT MEETING: The noxt meeting will be September 24, 2008,

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Additional agenda items should be brought to Brian
ten days prior to the next meeting.

Volunteer for Closing Prayer: Cheryl Gross

Volunteers for Refreshments: Veneta Kerkover and Bob Saak.

Meeting closed with prayer by Brian Niermann.

.~



Principal’s Report
August 25, 2008

Professional Development for Facuity and Staff:
The facuilty, staff, and some coaches attended a training session on CPR and AED

training on August 9 at St. Mary’s School. Mrs. Nikki Malley presented this training to .
those in attendance. She did a fabulous job in communicating and demonstrating this
important information to the staff.

The facuity attended the West AEP Region Teacher Institute on August 14 in
Waterloo. Three main presentations were delivered: Accommodations within the
Classroom, Writing Across the Curriculum, and the Diocesan Technology Plan. The
faculty felt that the day was beneficial, and they were able to utilize the material presented
within the classroom and/or with their role within the school.

Mrs. Robinson attended the Principal’s Meeting on August 12 at the Pastoral
Center. Information was received from the Office of Education regarding important
events and necessary materials for the coming schoo! year. This will be our year for the
state recognition and diocesan accreditation teams to visit the school. Mrs. Robinson will
be meeting August 28 with Mr. Posnanski from the Diocese and a representative from the

state.

Enrollment and Recruitment: ,
Final Registration was held on July 22, 2008 in the school library. Enroliment at the

present time is as follows:

GRADE - GIRLS BOYS TOTAL
Pre-school 3 2 10 12
Pre-school 4 2 14 16
Kindergarten 8 8 16
Grade 1 8 4 12
Grade 2 6 5 11
Grade 3 3 6 9
Grade 4 4 0 4
Grade 5 4 1 5
Grade 6 1 7 8
Grade 7 4 5 S
Grade 8 6 3 9
Total Enroliment Pre-school................cooo oot o128 students
Total Enrollment K-8..............ocii e e .....83 students
Total Enrollment... ..o oo oo e e 111 students

Students and Schocol Events:
The first day of student attendance was on Tuesday, August 19 with a dismissal

time of 10:40 a.m. The first full week of school went by very quickly, yet smoothly. The
students seem to be adjusting to the new year and new routines. The theme for the year
is: SMS: Charting the Course to Excellence; Educating Hearts and Minds for 145 Years.



We will be doing various activities throughout the year focusing on the theme and also \

celebrating this important milestone for our Parish and School. \
The following teacher assignments were made for this year:

Eleanor Clendenin Pre-school 3 Year Olds and Daycare Director

Jane Lochhead Pre-school 4 Year Olds

Leah Search Pre-school Assistant/ Office Assistant

Trisha Jany Kindergarten

Jennifer Warhausen Grade 1, Grade 2 Religion

Gaye Lazenby Grade 2, Grade 4 L.anguage

Linda Anderson Grade 3/4 '

Tammy Zimmerman Grade 6 Homerocom, Grade 5-8 Departmental

Pam Fogerson Grade 7/8 Homeroom, Grade 5-8 Departmental

Brenda Congiardo Grade 5 Homeroom, Computer Lab K-8, Religion 5-8

Janelle Robinson Grade 5 English & Spelling, Grade 7 English & Spelling,

Grade 8 English & Spelling, and Religion 3/4

Maintenance:
s Painting
e [nstallation of Door Closures

We will also be installing another Smartboard and computer in the First Grade Classroom.
Electrical will need to be run in this classroom and aiso the third grade classroom.

Curriculum:

New textbooks have been added to the third and fourth grade classes. They will
be using McGraw-Hill Treasures Reading Program. The majority of this
purchase was made possible through the Illinois Textbook Loan Program. Some
supplementary science materials were purchased with Textbook Loan monies for

the Kindergarten class as well.

We did implement a six day rotation schedule this year. This was necessary due
to scheduling issues. The basic premise is a five day schedule is spread over six



days; however in our case, the majority of the classes still meet each day. This
type of schedule worked well for fitting in the labs and allowing teachers to have
prep periods throughout the week.

Goals for 2008-20089:

Our goals for this school year include:
¢ Preparations for Recognition and Accreditation — March 11
More structured music classes for Grades 5-8
More structured PE classes for Grades 5-8
Professional development for facuity
Continued Curriculum mapping
Continued public relations and community mvo}vement
Special activities for the 145 Year Celebration

® & 9 ¢ ¢ ¢



Chester Area Christian Food Pantry, Inc
August 13, 2008
Chester City Hall, Chester, IL

Present: Bob Koenegstein, Linda Butler, Collette Powley, and Mary Ann Koeneman.
Kim Schilly, Janet Strickler and Brian Niermann were absent. Also present Alvin
Petrowske, Evelyn Schuwerk and Gary McDaniels. Gary opened the meeting in prayer.

Minutes: Collette Powley moved and Mary Ann Koeneman seconded to accept the July

minutes as presented. Motion carried.

Financial Report: Account balance $7125.33. Collette Powley moved and Mary Ann
Koeneman seconded to approve the report as presented. Motion carried.

Donations: Sincere thanks to all the following for their gifts:

St Mary’s E G

Buena Vista Bank

Peace Lutheran Church Chester
Presbyterian Church

St Mary’s Chester

United Methodist Church EG
Steve Belcher

Mary Wunderlich

Mildred Holcomb

Hunt Family

Beth Diebolt

Bernie Colvis

Glenn & Betty McCoy

Dean Lochhead

Roziers

Roziers

United Methodist Church Chester
Vacation Bible School collection
Turkey Bluff Chapter of

The Wild Turkey Federation
Jakes Day Collection

First Christian Church

Lydia Smith

Kim Fedderke

Ruth Brown

Barb Hennrich family

Cereal, fruit & tuna

Qtrly Staple Food Drive
Staple food

Staple food

Staple food

Staple food

Staple food

Staple food

Staple food

Fresh produce

Fresh produce & frozen meat
Fresh produce

Fresh produce

Fresh produce

Bakery goods

345.00 worth of staple food

Staple food & $65.00

700 + cans of staple food
600.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
10.00



EXPENSES:

1091 Randolph Co Housing 100.00
1092 Roziers 243.00
1093 Gary McDaniels 168.67
1094 Verizon 50.71
1095 City of Chester 15.00
1096 Onecliq 14.95

SERVED IN JULY: 158 Households 332 Individuals

ITEMS NEEDED NEXT MONTH;
Tuna, cereal, peanut butter & canned fruit

Bob Reports:
Special thanks to Evelyn Schuwerk, Alvin Petrowske and Gary McDaniels for
covering the pantry while I was on vacation.

Sixteen clients chosen from those who have attended the educational classes went to
the Marion Miners ball game along with Bob and others associated with the pantry.
Bob expressed his thanks to Grace Ministries for providing the bus and driver and
the U if I Extension for the tickets.

Twenty students attended the cooking classes sponsored by the U of I Extension. All
the children really enjoyed the classes. The Randolph County Extension awarded
Volunteer Appreciation Certificates to the adults who assisted with the cooking
classes. Our thanks to United Methodist Church, Chester, for hosting the classes,
the Extension for providing the training and to all the volunteers that made the
program a success.

Gary Reports:
He will put his truck in the Popeye Parade to create public awareness for the
Chester Area Christian Food Pantry.

Tickets will be sold at Roziers for the Christmas afghan on Friday August 15 &
Saturday August 16. Tickets will also be sold at the Popeye Picnic. Call Gary at 615
3581 if you wish to obtain tickets to sell. All proceeds go to the pantry. The afghan
will be given away on the last day of the Popeye Picnic.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm. The next meeting will be held at the Chester
City Hall Wednesday, September 10 @ 12 Noon.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Butler



